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Title Guidelines for the Design of Court Facilities (adopt Cal. Rules of 
Court, rule 6.150; repeal Cal. Standards Jud. Admin., § 3) 

Summary Rule 6.150 would establish a process for adoption and use of new 
guidelines on court facilities.  It would replace section 3 of the 
California Standards of Judicial Administration. 

Source Administrative Office of the Courts (AOC) 

Staff Robert Emerson, Senior Facilities Planner, (415) 865-7981, 
robert.emerson@jud.ca.gov. 

Discussion Rule 6.150 of the California Rules of Court is intended to replace and 
expand section 3 of the California Standards of Judicial 
Administration.  It sets forth a process for adoption and use of new 
guidelines on court facilities.  The proposed guidelines will be 
submitted to the Judicial Council for adoption. 

It is anticipated that the guidelines will be based on those developed by 
the Task Force on Court Facilities.  The task force was charged, in 
part, by Assembly Bill 233, the Lockyer-Isenberg Trial Court Funding 
Act of 1997 (Escutia and Pringle), to study the state of court facilities. 

After reviewing the Judicial Council’s 1991 California Trial Court 
Facilities Standards, the National Center for State Courts standards, 
federal courts standards, and available state trial court facility 
standards, the task force developed three guidelines: Trial Court 
Facilities Guidelines, Appellate Court Facilities Guidelines, and 
Facility Guidelines for Technology in the Courthouse.  The guidelines 
were developed to deal with the impact that facilities have on court 
operations; to respond to planning and design issues; and to make 
specific recommendations related to size, form, function, and image of 
the courthouse. 

Draft versions of the guidelines were circulated to the Judicial 
Council, the Legislature, the Governor, and other interested parties and 
posted on the task force Web site, www2.courtinfo.ca.gov/facilities.  
Comments were considered and incorporated, as appropriate, and the 
task force adopted and issued the guidelines on March 31, 2001. 

Rule 6.150 provides that the AOC is responsible for developing and 
maintaining guidelines for the alteration, remodeling, renovation, and 
expansion of existing court facilities and for the construction of new 
court facilities.  The guidelines developed by the AOC must be 



 

 2

submitted to the Judicial Council for review and adoption as the 
guidelines to be used for court facilities in the state.  Nonsubstantive 
changes to the guidelines may be made by the AOC; substantive 
changes must be submitted to the Judicial Council for review and 
adoption.  Courts must use the adopted guidelines in reviewing 
proposed renovations of existing court facilities or plans for new 
construction.  Deviations from the guidelines must be reported to the 
AOC through a process established for that purpose. 
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Rule 6.150 of the California Rules of Court would be adopted effective July 1, 
2002, to read: 
 

TITLE SIX. Judicial Administration Rules 1 

DIVISION II. Administration of the Judicial Branch 2 

CHAPTER 2. Court Facilities and Court Security 3 

Rule 6.150.  Court facilities guidelines 4 
 5 

(a) [Development of guidelines]  The Administrative Office of the Courts 6 
is responsible for developing and maintaining guidelines for the 7 
alteration, remodeling, renovation, and expansion of existing court 8 
facilities and for the construction of new court facilities. 9 

 10 
(b) [Adoption by the Judicial Council]  The guidelines developed by the 11 

Administrative Office of the Courts must be submitted to the Judicial 12 
Council for review and adoption as the guidelines to be used for court 13 
facilities in the state. Nonsubstantive changes to the guidelines may be 14 
made by the Administrative Office of the Courts; substantive changes 15 
must be submitted to the Judicial Council for review and adoption. 16 

 17 
(c) [Duties of courts]  Courts must use the guidelines adopted under (b) in 18 

reviewing proposed alteration, remodeling, renovation, and expansion 19 
of existing court facilities or new construction. Deviations from the 20 
guidelines must be reported to the Administrative Office of the Courts 21 
through a process established for that purpose. 22 
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Section 3 of the California Standards of Judicial Administration would be repealed 
effective July 1, 2002, to read: 
 
Sec. 3. Trial court facilities standards 1 

 2 
Each trial court that acquires, develops, renovates, or constructs court-related 3 
facilities should consider the standards adopted by the Judicial Council on 4 
November 8, 1991, and any subsequent revisions. The approved standards 5 
are set forth in California Trial Court Facilities Standards published by the 6 
Administrative Office of the Courts. 7 
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